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Abstract 
In this article literal as well as figurative meanings of Hinduism are given 

along with a brief history of this creed. Then some of their main religious 

problems and their solution in the light of sharia are discussed. We have 

attempted to find the main religious problems confronting the Hindus 

community through print and electronic media, literature and interview of 

some social and religious Hindus. Then an analysis has been made in the light 

of the sharia for the valued. These major problems include insecurity of 

places of worship, construction and repair of the old places of worship, forced 

conversion, registration of Hindu marriage, cultural and religious festivals 

and building of new places of worship. The Islamic Sharia allows them full 

religious freedom under certain conditions and keeping in view the sentiments 

of the Muslims which is an important part of the Islamic history. 
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Introduction of Hinduism 

Hinduism is the well-known religion of the Aryan’s. 

Hindu is a Persian word which is used to denote the people 

living on the eastern side of the Indus (Kanwar). Hindu is 

derived from Sindhu which is a Sanskrit word used to mean 

river Indus. The word Sindhu is found several times in the 

Hindu religious books. Hinduism is the name of a number of 

beliefs and rituals. The epithet Hindu is applicable to every 

inhabitant of India. Hinduism is not an active and expanding 

religion like Islam or Christianity. It is a three thousand years 

old complicated religion. Glimpses of Jainism, Buddhism and 

Sikhism are evident in this system. Tolerance, ghost worship, 

polytheism and philosophical thinking are the characteristics 

of this religion. Numberless gods and goddess and their 

temples are worshiped (Jawad, 2003). 

This region has witnessed the rise and fall of various   

nations since ancient times. Notable among them are 

Zoroastrians, Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. The 

recent wave of terrorism almost paralyzed the law and order of 

the area. When the life and property of nobody was safe but 
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Hindus are the people who could retain their separate identity 

and also feel pride in being Pakistani. 

Different people have written articles and papers on 

the minorities in different times. They include Prof Syed 

Haider Shah, Prof Ishrat Husain and Miss Naheed Husain 

whose research papers are entitled “The rights of minorities in 

Islam”, “The rights of minorities in Pakistan” and “The 

Rituals and Status of the Sikhs in Peshawar” respectively. But 

nobody has touched the problems especially religious 

problems being faced by Hindus. In this paper we have 

attempted to find and analyze the religious problems 

confronting the Hindu community in the study area. In this 

vein, we have conducted interviews with respondents from 

Hindu faith and analyzed the religious issues raised by them in 

light of Islamic Sharia. The themes emerged from the 

interviews which are analyzed in the coming section are 

relevant to places of worship, forced conversion, marriage 

with Hindus, and problems concerning religious and cultural 

festivals. 

              

Insecurity of the places of worship 

Like other parts of the country, the Hindus’ places of 

worship are not secure in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. According to 

Hindu Scholar Haroon Sarb Deyal, “Chacha Younas Park 

Peshawar, a School in Kohat and a Hotel in DI Khan are built 

on Temples”. Some of them said, “If there is any incident of 

blasphemy or of any desecration of the Quran and Hadith 

anywhere in the world, emotional and disruptive elements in 

Pakistan especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assault the 

minority’s places of worship and desecrate them, which is not 

allowed in any religion”. For instance, “when on December 6, 

1992, the extremist Hindus demolished the Babari Mosque in 

India the minorities places of worship suffered total or partial 

damage in the whole country as well as in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa” (Kumar, 2018). 

 

Analysis in the Light of Sharia 

Islam takes care of the security of the places of 

worship and religious people both in times of peace and war. 

The Holy Quran says:  

هِ وَمَّ َوووه    ووولََابَّ ٌَ بَيا  وووضِ ا مَّووومَ ا ص لضَِووو وَّ َِ ََ مَ ا َّ ال نوووض وووهِ الن َ  فعَا َُّ ِ روِوو اَ ِ  وَلَوولَا وووََلََاو  وَبَجَوووض ٌَ وَ

۔ رز  يٌّ عَزَّ َ لقََلََّ ِ بَنا رَ اصِِ هِ إَّنن الن َّ َ ثَّ ً ا وَلَ َ اصَِ نن الن ِ  الن  عَّ ضَض اسا

For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by 

means of another, monasteries, churches, synagogues, and 

mosques, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much 
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would surely have been pulled down. Verily Allah will help 

those who help His (Cause), Truly, Allah is All Strong, All-

Mighty (Surah Alhajj 22:40). 

    Al-Mawardi says, that in the absence of this divine 

injunction on Jihad the places of worship of the minorities 

would have succumbed to the atrocities of the oppressors. If 

the Muslims are not allowed to put an end to the oppression of 

the wicked ones, the synagogues of the Jews, the temples and 

abbeys of the Christians, and even the mosques would be 

demolished (Mawardi). 

Hazrat Umar (R.A) signed the treaty with the people 

of Elea, according to which, “their churches, the cross and all 

the people professing any religion will be safeguarded. 

Neither the churches will be occupied nor will they be 

demolished, nor will any damage be caused to them. 

Moreover, neither the cross nor any other property will be 

eliminated (Tabari M. B., 1387AH).” 

  Imam Abu Yousaf writes in Kitabul Khiraj, “the 

Muslims kept their places of worship in the former state; their 

buildings were neither demolished nor were they resisted 

(Yaqub bin Habib, 1399 H).” 

         According to Abu Qatada (R.A), “the word Salaat in 

surah Hajj means the places of worship of Saibeen (Fire and 

Star worshipers) who were not Ahl-e-Kitab. There is no 

possibility of their having a divine book (Tabari M. B., 2000). 

Any damage to their places of worship is contrary to Sharia. 

 Hazrat Umar Bin Abdul Aziz (R.A) had issued the 

order that “No church, synagogue or magus shrine be 

demolished which has been agreed in the treaty of peace 

(Tareekh-Ul-Umam Wal Mulook)”. 

 In India no Muslim ruler ever caused any damage to 

any community’s places of worship. As far as the Somanath 

temple incident is concerned, the temple was used as a trench 

against the Muslims.  Moreover, this act of Mahmood 

Ghaznavi was a part of the war. The Hindus had not 

recognized themselves as subjects, nor was there any 

agreement. This incident is supported by the demolition of 

Masjid-e-Zarar (Quran). 

 

Repair and Reconstruction of the old places of Worship 

  The Hindus (Gulzar Jari minorities’ representative, 

2018) complain about the delaying tactics in the allocation and 

utilization of the government funds for the repair of the old 

temples.  Moreover, the funds are meager, belated and often 

the work remains incomplete. For instance, the reconstruction 
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of Oil Godam temple Nowshera, Sworn Singh, a Minority Ex-

MPA approved fund for this purpose, the work was started but 

suddenly stopped due to unknown reasons and still remains 

incomplete. The people offer their worship in the open. 

Similar is the case of other temples. 

 

Analysis in the light of Sharia 

The Muslim jurists have divided the Muslim towns 

into various categories:  

1. The towns built by the Muslim from the beginning: 

Repair and construction of places of worship for non-

Muslims is disallowed by the unanimous decree of the 

jurists in such towns. If any Muslim ruler enters into such 

agreement with the non-Muslims, it will be invalid. 

لََمَّ وََ  رجَِ ن ’’  سا َّ بَ  َ  تمِا ىَ َ  َّ جَة  عَّي الْا  (Shokani, 1993) ‘‘بَّ اضَضفِ بَض خَ َّ

“No church should be built in Islam nor should it be repaired or 

renovated” 

 Another tradition states: 

ووووَ بِ عَّ ووووةَّ  ’’  اِ ََّلَِلَنَ َ  تمِا َووووى عَّ ووووةَّ مَ ا َووووة  وََ  َ  َّ جَووووة   وََ  رِ وووو ووووَ هِ الالَِجا وووو ص بَصن صا صِ بَّ ِ وووو

صَ  وََ  رمَِ  ر َّ مَّ ضَقلَِ ِ  الاخَّ ازَّ  (Behaqi, 1989) “ ۔ضعِ عَّ ةَّ لَحا

“No church or temple shall be built in any town founded by 

the Muslims nor a bugle be sounded nor pork be sold there” 

2. The towns conquered by the Muslims without fighting: 

The construction of places of worship for non-Muslims in 

these towns is unlawful by consensus of the jurists, 

because now these areas belong to the Muslims. And the 

already existing temples will not be demolished according 

to Malikis and Hanbalis. The Sahaba   had occupied many 

cities peacefully but did not demolish the existing shrines 

(Shamsuddin, 1994). However, according to another 

statement of the Hanbalis and Shafies it is mandatory to 

demolish the old temples (Zakria Ansari, 2000). However, 

according to the Hanafies these temples will be taken into 

custody and worship will be stopped there (Kamaluddin). 

Non-Muslims cannot construct a temple in an Islamic land 

but the repair and construction of the old temples is 

allowed. 

3. The towns conquered through peaceful compromise: 

If a Muslim ruler concludes a compromise on the 

condition that the land will be owned by the non-Muslims 

and they will pay tribute to the Muslims, the rulers will 

build places of worship, according to the authentic opinion 

of the Hanafies, Malikis, Hanbalis and Shafies. However, 

a less authentic opinion of the Shafies forbids such 

constructions. But if the Muslim rulers conclude a 
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compromise that the land will belong to the Muslims and 

the non-Muslims will pay Jizya in such a case the 

construction or non-construction of the places of worship 

will be dealt with according to the condition of the 

compromise. Moreover, if there is unconditional 

compromise, then according to popular jurists, no places 

of worship for non-Muslims should be built, whereas 

according to Malikis, the construction of the places of 

worship for non-Muslim is allowed only if not a single 

Muslim lives there and the old temple will not be touched 

according to Hanafies, Hanbalis and even Malikis whereas 

according the Shafies, prohibition is better (Fathul 

Qadeer,Commentary). 

Ibn-e-Qudama (R.A) quotes this report of Hazrat Ibne 

Abbas “if a town is built by non-Muslims and by the Grace of 

Allah it falls into the hands of Muslims all things in that town 

belonging to non-Muslims will be safe and secure, as decided 

upon in the agreement (Ibn-e-Qudama, 1412AH).” 

Islam does not favor the demolition of any 

community’s place of worship. Whenever the Muslims 

conquered the area of non-Muslim, they kept the places of 

worship in their own position like the churches in Baghdad. In 

case of any damage in some natural or any other calamity to 

them, Islam has allowed the repair and construction of such 

places of worship. 

 

Problems in construction of new temples 

The Hindus also complain that: “the construction of 

new temples is urgently required in some places, but it needs 

NOC from Auqaf and Minorities Affairs Board, which is not 

granted. Articles 21 & 22 of the constitution grant full right of 

religious freedom, which includes the construction of temples. 

Recently, the government allowed the construction of the 

Krishna temple in Islamabad; however, it has been stopped 

due to security issues and political pressure.  

 

Analysis in the light of Sharia 

    Hazrat Umar (R.A) did not allow them to construct 

temples in new cities of Kofa and Basra. 

Ibn-e-Qasim Maliki and the Zaidin opine: “that the 

construction of new temples depends upon the permission of 

the ruler” (Zaidan, 1963). Islam allows all the non-muslims to 

construct new temples in old cities. For example, Mar Marcus 

church at Alexandria and a church at Fastat were constructed 

in the 1st century.  Abdul Aziz Bin Marwan also allowed the 
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Christians to build temples at the new city of Halwan. Al 

Muqrazi writes that “there is no doubt that all the above-

mentioned temples were built in the Islamic period” (Ali 

Hassani Al-Kharbutl, 1969). But in small villages and rural 

areas consisting of only the non-Muslims there they can 

construct temples for themselves (Al-Marghinani). 

 

Forced conversion 

Some people (Haroon Sarab Diyal, 2018) complain of 

forced conversion and marriage. Such incidents should be 

immediately brought into the notice of police and judiciary but 

non-Muslim families are pressurized for a compromise. In 

case of refusal they are threatened with dire consequences. For 

instance, a few years ago in the Khwazakhela Bazar, the 

embracing of Islam by a Hindu boy was announced. By 

chance, ex-provincial minister Seth Behari Lal, the father of 

Ravi Kumar reached on the spot mounted the truck and asked 

the boy “My son, are you willingly becoming a Muslim?” The 

boy indicated to his back that he was doing this under a pistol. 

Then the minister released the boy form those people” 

(Vennesh Kumar & dated, 2018). 

Another similar incident occurred in Topi (District 

Swabi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), which was solved by the 

intervention of the Supreme Court (Gopal Rai, 2018). 

 

Analysis in the light of Sharia 

Islam does not allow anyone to change a person’s 

religion by force. Rather Islam allows every individual to 

profess the religion of his or her choice. Allah says in the 

Quran; َّ ووووونَ الا َوووويو وووو ِ بَّ رنَّ قَوووو ا تمََوووو ننَ ال ص ا ووووَ اهَ عَّووووي الوووو وَّ  There is no“ َ  إَّ ا

compulsion in religion. Verily the right path has become 

distinct from the wrong path (Surah Al Baqara 2:265)”. In 

another Surah Allah Says,حَتنى ركَِلَنلَِا ََ هِ ال نض  أعَأَنَايَ تكِا َّ

بَّ َّ نَ   اِ بِووو “Will you then compel mankind until they become 

believers? (Surah Younas 10:99).” Similarly another divine 

injunction says,  َِّ اَ كَا وِو  وَقوِو َْ عَ نا وَبَوونا َ ووض بَّ اِ اَ وِو َْ عَ وونا َِّموَّكِوو ا علَََوونا َ ووض الاحَوو ص بَّ   “Say 

the truth is from your Lord” then whosever wills, let him 

believe, and whosoever wills let him disbelieve (Surah Al 

Kahaf 18:29)” 

In the commentary of the above mentioned verses Ibne Abbas 

(R.A) says: “When The Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم exiled the Jewish 

tribe Banu Nadheers from Madina, the Ansaris boys who had 

been entrusted to the Jews for brought up due to Nazr and who 

had converted to Judaism, were being saved by their parents 

from exile, the above mentioned verse was sent down (Ismail 
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bin Kasir, 1999). It is a clear fact that Allah has enunciated all 

Islamic injunctions with clear proofs. Therefore, no one will 

be forced to accept Islam. 

 

 

The issue of marriage with Hindus 

The Hindus complain that young Hindu maidens are 

converted as Muslims for marriage. Therefore, they demanded 

that the Marriage Act should be enforced immediately. 

 

Analysis in the light of Sharia 

Marriage between a Muslim and non-Muslim is 

forbidden due to difference of religion. Allah says, حِوولَا   وََ  تَ اكَّ

نن وََ َ  بَّ اِ َ ضوَّ حَتنوووى روِوو ووو َّ ووونا الالَِشا ووو   بَّ بَّ َوووة  خَ ا اِ بَوووة  بِ حِووولَا   جَمَوووتاكِ ا وََ  تِ اكَّ َ ةص وَلَووولَا أعَا ووو َّ بِشا

ووا بَّ وِولَالالَِشا اِ  And do not marry unbelieving woman until“  َّ َّ نَ حَتنووى رِ

they believe, a slave woman who believes is better than an 

unbeliever woman, even though she allures you. Nor marry 

(your girls) to unbelievers until they believe, a man slave who 

is believer is better than an unbeliever, even though he allures 

you (Surah Albaqara, 2:221)’’.  

However, if a non-Muslim man or woman willingly 

embraces Islam and then marries a Muslim, such marriage is 

allowed. The Holy Prophet  صلى الله عليه وسلم said: َّ  َوو لوِولَفص إَّ ن رلَِلَوو ِ عَََووى الا َّ ا وونا بَلَا بَووض بَّ

فاَنَّووةَّ وَرِ َ َّ جَووضنَّةَّ عَووأمََلََاهِ رضَِلَو ووَ انَّةَّ وَرلََِجوَّ صوَّ  “Every infant is born on its nature. 

Then its parents make a Jew, a Christian or a magus of it 

(Muslim Bin Hijjaj Bin Muslim).” Similarly Hazrat Anas 

narrates,  ووووو مِِ ال نمَّوووووين يٌّ رَخا ََ وووووضنَ ٌِّووووولَمَ  رضَِووووولَفَّ َُ صَ قضَ أَ عأَتَوَووووضهِ صلى الله عليه وسلم عَووووونا أنََووووو علَََووووو َّ

ََّ ا عَ ََ ووَ  إَّلَووصلى الله عليه وسلمال نمَّوويو  وو َُ لَووةِ أسَا ووةَّ عقََووض وو َ َِّأاسَّ ووها أمََووض ى أمََّ ووةَّ وَ رَ وِولَفهِِ عقََ َوو َ عَّ ا ََّ َُ لَووةِ أَ وو هَِ عقََووض وولََ عَّ ا ها

ووو َّ  وووَََ  عَخَوووَ ََّ ال نمَّووويص صلى الله عليه وسلم الاقضَسَّ ُِ صلى الله عليه وسلم عأَسَا ووولََ رقَوِوولَ وَها : ووونَ ال نوووضَِّّ   ي أنَاقَووو هَِ بَّ َّ النووو َّ ن ووو ِ لَّ الاحَلَا Hazrat 

Anas (R.A) reports that a Jewish boy, in the service of the 

Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم fell ill. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم visited him, sat beside 

him and invited him to Islam. The boy embraced Islam with 

the consent of his father. The Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم came out and thanked 

Allah Who had saved the boy from the torment of the fire (Al-

Bukhari, 1422 AH)” 

Badr-Ud-Din Ainee (R.A) declares the acceptance of 

Islam by wise children as lawful which is evident from the 

acceptance of Islam by Hazrat Ali in 8 years of age. The 

Muslim parents should compel a child to accept Islam. If he 

turns away from Islam after his puberty, he should be killed 

(Aini, 2000). 

Al-zel’ei says: “The marriage of free responsible 

woman even without the consent of guardian is lawful” in 

accordance with the verses below;  ووونَ عَّوووي اَ ََ عَََووو اكِ ا عَّ لََوووض عَ َ ُِ َوووض عَووولَ 

نو  وضَّ  There is no blame on you if they dispose of themselves“ أنَا جَِّ
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in a just and honorable manner (they can marry) (Surah Al 

Baqara 2:234).”  ضِووونن َُ وَا نَ أنَا حا وووَلَِهِنن أنَا رَووو اكَّ ِِ  Do not prevent“ عَووولَ تَ ا

them from marrying their (forever) husbands (Surah Al 

Baqara 2:232).”   ِوووَ ه وووض ٌَّ ا ًُ َْ نَوا  Until she has married“ حَتنوووى توَوو اكَّ

another husband (Surah Al Baqar 2:230).” 

In all the above mentioned verses marriage is associated with 

woman, because marriage occurs only from a woman’s side 

(Zel’ei:, 1313AH). 

Ibn-e-Abidin (RA) says, “When a Muslim woman marries and 

she has a non-Muslim brother or uncle, he has no right to 

object to this marriage because he is not her guardian. Such 

marriage is valid (Shami, 1992).’’ 

  According to Jurists, the embracing of Islam by a 

child is valid when he is grown enough to differentiate & 

recognize religion. Hence the acceptance of Islam by an adult 

is valid on all accounts, when the same is true for a child. 

 Similarly, an adult sensible woman is independent in 

contracting her marriage. So a sensible adult woman after 

embracing Islam, can marry with a Muslim. If a girl is 

sensible but not adult and she embraces Islam and then 

contracts marriage with a Muslim such marriage is valid. 

It is wrong to demand that conversion of a non-

Muslim girl to Islam and marriage with her be declared a 

crime. Rather the Sharia encourages their conversion and 

marriage with Muslims (Mahmood ul Hasan, 8-1-2019). 

 

The problems concerning Religious and cultural festivals 

 The Hindus complain that they have a very limited 

freedom of religious and cultural festivities. Open 

demonstration in the public also faces several problems. 

Moreover, our employees and students also find it difficult 

enough to obtain leave on such days. Sometimes Board and 

University papers are also held on these days. 

 

Analysis in the light of Sharia 

Islam does not impose any ban on the celebration of 

cultural and religious festivals of the minorities, but such 

festivals must in no way hurt the feelings of the Muslims. 

Hazrat Khalid Bin Waleed (R.A) had written it in the treaty 

with the people of Hira, you can blow trumpet at any time of 

the day or night as you please except the prayers times, also 

you can demonstrate your cross (sleeb) on your festival days 

(Al Khiraj). 

 It indicates that Islam is not against the celebration of 

social, cultural and religious festivals of a community, but 
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such celebration should be held at such places where there are 

no Muslims like their own separate colonies. As for the leave 

of employees, students and examination is concerned, it is 

purely an administrative matter. 

 

 

Conclusion 

• Islam grants full religious freedom to the minorities 

including the construction and protection of temples, 

religious rituals and expression of faith. However, they 

should keep in view the feelings of Muslims. 

• Those areas and cities where Muslims and non-

Muslims live together from ancient times, the 

minorities can construct their religious places if they 

feel need for it as they are equal citizens. Moreover, 

there is no ban on the construction of places of worship 

for the minorities in the Quran and Sunnah. 

• Islam does not allow anyone to change a person’s 

religion by force. Rather Islam allows every individual 

to profess the religion of his or her choice. 

• Thus, if a non-Muslim man or woman willingly 

embraces Islam and then marries a Muslim, such 

marriage is allowed. 

• It is wrong to demand that conversion of a non-Muslim 

girl to Islam and marriage with her be declared a 

crime. Rather the Sharia encourages their conversion 

and marriage with Muslims. 

• Islam does not impose any ban on the celebration of 

cultural and religious festivals of the minorities, but 

such festivals shall in no way hurt the feelings of the 

Muslims. Such celebration should be held at such 

places where there are no Muslims, like their own 

separate colonies. 
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